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With the announcement of this year's Budget, our community had been

counting on the Turnbull Government to repair the damage it's already Shlth 2
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This Budget will cut over $600 million from TAFE and vocational education over the
next four years.

Our local Caboolture TAFE campus will continue to suffer as funding for training
and apprenticeships takes another hit. Unemployment in our area is at 6.4 per
cent and youth unemployment is at 13.1 per cent, which will keep rising as long as
the Government continues to neglect TAFE.

| will ensure that our next generation of workers have access to quality training
to develop the skills they need to land a decent job. That's why | will oppose the
cuts to TAFE and support Labor’s national $100 million Building TAFE for the
Future Fund. This Fund will revitalise TAFE campuses that have suffered from the
Government's cuts and focus on areas where youth unemployment is
particularly prevalent.

“I met a young man outside of church a few months ago who’s completed three
qualifications and is now over $55, 000 in debt. Private education providers promised
him work at the end of the course, which never eventuated. Now he’s couch surfing at
his friends’ places and relying on support from the church.”

- Dale Menzies, Kallangur

Around $4 billion will be cut from universities while the Government also
mandates a fee hike of 7.8 per cent. These increases will not add any value to
the student experience as all revenue will be paid to the Government, not
universities. This means greater costs to education, including more expensive
courses. Malcolm Turnbull is also forcing students to repay their fees when they
start earning just $42, 000, which was previously $55, 000.

A significant barrier already exists for our students in Longman in terms of
access to higher education. On average, only 20 per cent of our young people
g0 on to study at university compared to the national average of 50 per cent.
With rising fees and earlier repayments, this Budget creates another barrier for
young people wanting to access a decent education.

| will oppose these appalling measures and work with local student groups and
Education Unions in Longman to campaign against these measures.

It's already hard for me and my friends to find a job, if they increase our uni fees it's
going to be more debt that we're already finding hard to pay back.”
- Shania Hain, Caboolture
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A further $171 million will be ripped away from our already under-resourced
hospital system, placing additional pressure on patients and hospital staff.
Malcolm Turnbull wants us to believe he's relieving this pressure by slowly lifting
the Medicare GP rebate freeze over the next three years.

This cut will see a further reduction in access to hospital services and treatment
options. For every additional year that the Medicare rebate freeze is in place, it
means an additional year of financial strain on our local families.

Our health system needs a funding injection, not a funding cut. In government, |
will work with Labor to reverse Turnbull Government’s hospital cuts and remove
the Medicare rebate freeze immediately. | will work collectively with our State
Government and local health providers to build a holistic health system that is
responsive to our community’s needs.

“With the Medicare rebate freeze still in place, doctors are forced to decrease their
consultation times. When you've got a disability, 10 minutes isn't enough.”
- Trish Jackson, Morayfield

The Government's announcement of $98 million over the next three years for
veterans’ mental health is welcomed. It's just what a responsible government
should do. Although, what can't be ignored is the $171 million cut from hospital
services, the continued freeze on Medicare rebates and the impact this will have
on our local veterans’ physical and mental health.

Cuts to hospitals along with the Government's failure to immediately drop its
Medicare freeze means that our veterans' access to health services such as
specialists, GPs and psychologists will be impacted for years to come.

Our local veterans have put their lives on the line to make sure we can live in a
safe country, with opportunity and good health. It is the Government’s duty to do
the same. | will always be available to assist and support our veterans, and will
work with Labor to reverse Malcolm Turnbull's cuts to their healthcare.
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Schools and education will be hit with a $22 billion cut. In local terms, every
school in Longman will be an average of $2.4 million worse off.

These measures are cheating our young people out of a decent education. Our
local P&C's are already working beyond their means to increase our local schools
financial position. These cuts will push our school community to the

absolute limit.

’

Our children are the social and economic future of the country. Each school has
individual needs, and must be afforded the appropriate level of funding to reach
the required resourcing standard. Not only will | oppose the Government's
ruthless measures, | will continue to advocate and campaign for this funding to
be reinstated.

“If they cut money from our school, these kids have no chance - none at

all. There needs to be more support for kids with special needs, because they’re not
getting enough as it is.”

- Pauline Harvey, Burpengary
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Earlier this year, the Government tampered with the pension assets test which
unfairly stripped some seniors of their concession cards. In this Budget, the
Government has decided to return them. | welcome the return, but they should
never have been taken away in the first place. However, the return has come at a
price - the Government will now be abolishing the Energy Supplement for

new pensioners.

Returning pension cards will no doubt relieve some cost of living pressures on
our seniors. However, getting rid of the Energy Supplement will mean a single
pensioner will receive $365 less a year and a couple will receive $550 less

per year.

I'm proud of Labor's record when it comes to supporting seniors. In 2009, Labor
legislated a $30 per week increase to the aged pension. | will continue to support
our elderly, not treat them like a burden on our economy.

“The changes to the pension assets test do not empower people to save for retirement.
Retirees have been working very hard so that they can enjoy their retirement with their
children and grandchildren. They don’t deserve this.”

- Mavis Lambert, Bellmere



